
Dear all 

The next visit will be to the First York Bus Depot on James Street, York, YO10 3WW starting at 2.00pm on 

Thursday 20th August 2026. 

First York pioneered early zero-emission transport back in 2014 followed in 2020 by a roll out of double 

decker electric Park & Ride buses, and then a major upgrade of the fleet and depot electrification in 2023 to 

2024. York was one of the earliest adopters of electric buses outside London!  

The James Street Depot was converted with high-power charging infrastructure and removal of a 44,000-litre 

diesel fuel tank in June 2024 which made it Yorkshire's first fully electric-charged bus depot operating 86 

zero-emission vehicles. The visit will cover: 

• Current maintenance facilities and future plans 

• The charging equipment, infrastructure and operational challenges between diesel and electric 

• Vehicle familiarisation and a short trip on an electric bus 

The visit will take 11/2 to 2 hours. There will be some walking around the depot so please wear sturdy shoes 

and clothes suitable for the weather. 

As is usual, the visit will be followed by an optional meal at the Deramore Arms which is on Main Street, 

Heslington, YO10 5EA. Thursday night at the Deramore Arms is curry night and the menu is as follows: 

• Fish Curry 

• Beef Curry 

• Chicken Curry 

• Vegetarian/Vegan Curry 

 

all served with naan bread, rice and onion bhajis. The price per person is £14.00. Please let me know of any 

food allergies and intolerances. 

There is no parking at the James Street Depot and it is recommended that you use the Grimston Bar Park & 

Ride, Hull Road, YO19 5LA. The buses run every 10 to 15 minutes and car parking is free. The bus journey 

time from Grimston Bar to James Street is just over 5 minutes and the bus stop in James Street is directly 

adjacent to the First York Depot. Grimston Bar Park & Ride is also convenient for the Deramore Arms; it is 

about a 10 minute drive from the Park & Ride to the pub.  

Alternatively, pay car parks near to the James Street Depot are the Q-Park Barbican, Kent Street, YO10 4AH 

and Foss Bank Car Park, Jewbury, YO31 7PL. 

It would be really appreciated if you would confirm whether or not you will attend the visit along with names 

of any guests and curry choices if going on to the Deramore Arms by Friday 14th August latest.  

It would be helpful if payment for meals is made online: 

Account Name:  The York Society of Engineers 

Sort Code:  09-01-29 

Account Number: 05691463 

Please add 'York First' as the payment reference. 

Please do get back to me if you have any questions about the visit. 



Best regards, 

 

Nigel 

Sent on behalf of The York Society of Engineers 

 

To learn more visit our webpages at https://www.yorksocietyofengineers.org/ 

 

https://www.yorksocietyofengineers.org/

