York Society of Engineers visit to First York 20.08.26

23 members and guests visited the First York bus depot on James Street, York on 20th August 2026. 
York was one of the earliest adopters of electric buses outside London. First York pioneered zero-emission transport in York in 2014 and now operates a fleet of 80-plus battery powered buses out of the James Street depot. The First York team who guided the visit were enthusiastic and highly knowledgeable and demonstrated the key aspects of the fully electrified operational hub for the city’s public transport: high-power DC fast charging, safe maintenance, battery packs and power electronics, battery thermal management, fleet and depot management 
It was a positive demonstration of proactive adaptation away from the legacy diesel maintenance. The visit was made complete by a ride on an electric bus which proved to be a quiet and smooth ride!
The society is very grateful to the staff at the First York depot for arranging an engaging and insightful visit.



