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The Trinity House Story - One of Britain’s best-kept secrets. 

 

Have you ever wondered who looks after the major lighthouses around England, 

Wales and the Channel Islands?  

How did they come to be there in the first place?  

Incorporated by Royal Charter by Henry VIII in 1514, Trinity House is today a vital 

part of Britain’s maritime community. In addition to owning and operating 

lighthouses, lightvessels, beacons and buoys to keep safe all mariners at sea 

around our shores, Trinity House is called in to mark - and clear if required - wrecks, 

help develop state of the art electronic navigation tools for vessels of all sizes to 

overcome the vulnerabilities of GPS, and to act as Nautical Assessors in Admiralty 

Court cases.  

Add to that a sizeable maritime fraternity which regularly advises on current 

maritime issues and future opportunities, and a charitable side that donates in 

excess of £5m a year to worthy maritime causes, and you start to get a picture of 

Trinity House.  

Then add cadet schemes to train future Merchant Navy mariners and leisure 

seafarers, alms-houses for the use of retired mariners, holidays in converted 

lighthouses and even public tours and private receptions offered in its stunning 

historical London HQ on Tower Hill.  

 

HRH The Princess Royal is the Master of the Corporation.  

 

Captain Matt Easton is a Chartered Master Mariner and a Fellow of the Nautical 

Institute. He was awarded the Merchant Navy Medal for Meritorious Service (2019). 

He is also a Senior Liverpool Pilot, Chair of the International Users Group of 

International Standards of Pilot Organisations (ISPO), Younger Brethren Trinity 

House, and Chair of the Honourable Company of Master Mariners Technical & 

Education Committee. 

 

As a Trinity House Ambassador, Matt will tell the story of Trinity House and answer 

your questions. 

 

Please note, this lecture will be a live talk in Room P/L/001, 

Physics/Electronics Building, Campus West, University of York 



   

 

   

 

Wearing of masks is encouraged (but not mandatory); taking a lateral flow test prior 

to the meeting (with negative result) is also recommended.  There is plenty of space 

in the lecture theatre for “social distancing”.  

 

Please see the Covid-19 guidance below from the University of York:  

The safety of our audience members and staff is our priority, and the University 

of York continues to have strict cleaning regimes and enhanced ventilation in 

place. 

Please note that the University of York is promoting a message of protect, 
respect and be kind in relation to Covid-19 and we therefore politely ask that all 
attendees consider wearing a face covering whilst moving around indoors, 
washing hands regularly and taking a lateral flow test in advance of the event. 
We also ask that you do not attend if you experience any symptoms that could 
relate to a Covid-19 infection OR if you are self-isolating. Events staff will wear 
face coverings (unless exempt) and clear signage will be available to access 
hand sanitizer and hand-washing facilities.  
 
 
 
The York Society of Engineers welcomes applications for membership from 
those engaged or interested in Engineering. 
Membership brings several benefits; please search “York Society of Engineers” 
on your browser, or visit our website directly at 
https://www.yorksocietyofengineers.org  for more details and an application 
form. 
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